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English

When I'm asked to introduce a custom in my hometown, the first thing that comes to my mind is how we
sacrifice our ancestors. So that's a very interesting topic. First of all, we actually call it "burning ancestor paper"
in our dialect. And ancestor money is a kind of rough yellow paper, and sometimes with patterns on it. We thought



the paper we burned could be used as money in another word. And we usually burn paper in front of graves and
call the names of our relatives so that money would not be taken by others. For me, it's like grandpa comes to
collect the money, these kind of things. We should draw a circle around the burnt ashes also to ensure that no one
else can get the money.

Actually, there are a lot of people who can't participate in this activity. For example, girls. In a traditional
thought, sooner or later, girls are going to be people in another family. So money burned by girls cannot be
received by ancestors. So we are not allowed to participate in these worship activities. But now that preference
from boys to girls is diminishing, so it's normal for girls to participate in. And the children and pregnant woman
are not allowed to do so because they were thought to be easily hunted by ghosts and they are weak, so they should
keep away from the graves. Paper money is burned many times a year. For example, in our family, there are about
three times a year on New Year's Eve, Qingming Festival and Zhongyuan Festival.

The historical record of burning paper money is very early, and the version that has been passed down
to the present has integrated many religions, which is of great significance to the Chinese. We believe that giving
money to our ancestors would give them protection, especially in ancient times. Neither drought nor famine can
be resolved, so they all put their minds on the protection of gods and ancestors.

Recently, I saw a video talking about that in Western countries like Canada, ancestor money sold out in
Chinese market. From this, it can be seen that Chinese people have a very deep obsession with these kind of things
no matter where they are, and even in the state of gradually westernizing their thinking, they also attach great
importance to this matter.



